
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Where Do You Stand? 

 

     Have you ever wondered and wanted to know where you stand with the pastor? Or 

have you ever wanted to know where you stand with God? I think it would be nice to 

have a pre-judgment test to see just how well you are doing! 

     Well, in our gospel today, John tells us that the true test of our love for God is to be 

found in how we treat our neighbors. Now, that neighbor is not just the person who 

lives next door to us…or who works on the same job…or attends the same church we 

do. No, it includes any human being who actually touches our lives. That means we are 

even to love people who only touch our lives when we read about them in the 

newspaper or hear about them on television. We are to love people who we know very 

well and people we only hear about. We are to love them all!! 

     At the same time, that does not mean we have to marry them or become buddy-

buddy with them. I am sure you know it is impossible to do that with everyone. Still we 

are to wish for the salvation of all their souls, and we certainly are to pray for them. To 

‘love’ someone does not mean we have to have pleasant, soft feelings toward them, but 

it does mean we have to want them to receive all the growth and happiness God is 

planning for them. This means we will put no obstacles in their way that keep them 

from reaching the goals God intends for them. We must also help them personally 

whenever God may indicate He wants us to be there for them. 

     And so, if anyone says ‘my love is fixed on God’ and yet hates his brother and sister, 

he is a liar. There is no doubt about it: he is fooling himself and, at the same time, trying 

to fool the rest of us. A person who has no love for brother or sister he has known and 

seen just cannot love the God he has not seen. So, the commandment we have from God 

today is this: whoever loves God must also love all his brothers and sisters. 

     Still, we must all be aware of the fact that Christian love is not just a lot of nice 

feelings. No, it’s wishing others well always and then going out and doing what Gods 

wants us to do for them. 

     Love your brothers and sisters! 

           

 


